
DeGennesDays on 

Physics of cells - from soft to living matter
PhysCell2012

Advanced School on cellular biophysics and 2nd conference in the EMBO series on Cell Biophysics

2 - 8 September 2012, Hyères , France

About the meeting: 

The meeting will take place in the first week of September in 2012 at the Mediterranean coast of France. The aim of the 
meeting is to bring together eminent researchers from interdisciplinary fields working on various aspects of cell and tissue 
biophysics including adhesion, mechano-sensing, morphogenesis, transport, single molecule studies etc. We hope to 
stimulate exchange of ideas between theorists and experimentalists, and between physicists, chemists and biologists. We 
also hope for large participation from young and emerging scientists who would benefit vastly from exposure to this eclectic 
gathering.

A two and a half days of advanced school, aimed at graduate students as well as researchers at the interface of biology with 
physical sciences, will precede the four day conference. The conference is the second in the series on Cell Biophysics and is 
a follow up of the first meeting "Physics of Cells - PhysCell2009" which was organized in 2009 in Croatia in honour of 
Prof. Erich Sackmann. The current meeting will be dedicated to Pierre Gilles deGennes and will benefit from close 
collaboration with the foundation set up in his memory.

Advanced School on cellular biophysics: 2-4 September

15 lectures of one and a half hours each delivered by eminent senior scientists in the field.
Grants for students will be available.

Conference on Physics of the cell: 5-8 September

Four major topics will be covered:

*Dynamics of Tissue 
*Cell Mechanics, Motility and Adhesion
*Soft Living Matter
*Complex Systems

About 30 invited speakers
Slots for contributed talks 
A limited number travel grants and sponsorship will be available.

http://www.physcell2009.com/


Advisory board:

Executive advisory board:
Erich Sackmann (President, TU/LMU Munich, Germany) 
Benjamin Geiger  (Weizman Institute, Israel)
Pierre Bongrand (CNRS/INSERM, Marseille, France)
Rudolf Merkel (Forschungszentrum Julich)
Dennis Discher (U-Penn, Philadelphia, USA)
Fred MacKintosh (Amsterdam, Netherlands)

Local Advisory board:
Jacques Prost (CNRS/ESPCI, Paris, France)
David Bensimon (CNRS/ENS, Paris, France)
Eric Perez  (CNRS/ENS, Paris, France)
Daniel Choquet (CNRS/Bordeaux, France)
Bertrand Fourcade (CNRS/Univ. Grenoble, France)
Alain Trautmann (CNRS/INSERM/Cochin, Paris, France)
Marie-France Carlier (CNRS/Gif sur Yvette , France)

International Advisory board: 
Tom Duke, Daniel Navajas, Miklos Kellermayer, Marileen Dogterom, Udo Seifert, Ben Fabry, Eberhard Bodenschatz, 
Joachim Raedler, Berenike Maier, David Andelman , Avi Ben-Shaul, Samuel Safran, Michael Kozlov, Alexander 
Bershadsky, Michel Dustin, Dan Kiehart, Deborah, Leckband, George Oster and Phillip Pincus.

Organizing Committee:

Core committee: 
Kheya Sengupta (Chair, CNRS, CINaM, Marseille, France)
Julie Plastino (CNRS, Inst. Curie, Paris, France) 
Pierre Sens(CNRS, ESPCI, Paris, France) 
Pierre-Henri Puech (INSERM, LAI, Marseille, France) 
Laurent Limozin (CNRS, LAI, Marseille, France) 

International committee for the conference series: 
Ana Smith (Chair, University of Erlangen-Nuremberg, Germany) 
Laurent Vonna (University of Mulhouse, France)
Sylvain Gabriele (University of Mons, Belgium) 
Doris Heinrich (LMU, Munich, Germany) 
Florian Rehfeldt (University of Goettingen, Germany) 
Primoz Ziherl (University of Ljubljana Slovenia)
Tomislav Vuletic (University of Zagreb, Croatia) 
Jie Yan (NUS, Singapore). 

Contact:
General contact: sengupta@cinam.univ-mrs.fr 
Responsible commercial exhibits: sylvain.gabriele@umh.ac.be & pierre-henri.puech@inserm.fr 
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